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the religious part is by no means the least valuable.
There is nothing paradoxical in this. Honest
belief and honest doubt are both the fruits of deep
spiritual introspection. Both may be religious, in
the deeper sense of the word. It was the author
of the essay on Compromise himself who wrote,
as if in answer to his friend Meredith's superior
pronouncement " women cannot be happy without
a religion,0 " nor men either " It was not against
Belief, but fashionable Belief, in other words
hypocrisy, subscription to Articles in which the
subscriber did not believe, conformity with tests
which the conformist did not respect, that the un-
fashionable John Morley of the 'seventies put so
terrible a lance in rest. For him it was less im-
portant whether what a man believed was true
than whether he truly believed it. He could
respect a faith he did not share, provided always
that it had its roots in Conviction. If, unlike the
great Jacobean mystic, he could hear the Ave
Maria bell without an elevation, one may be sure
that he could not listen to it without emotion. His
pages on religion are never, like Voltaire's, dis-
figured with a sneer ; he is often critical, but never
derisive. He is always and everywhere a moralist,
and it is characteristic of him that he does not
confine himself to the morality of conduct, but is
equally concerned with what he calls " the morality
of intelligence " and even the ** morality of style/*
The morality of style I Was there ever a better
definition of style than his: " it is agitation
rigorously restrained, the touching and penetrative
music which is made prose by the repressed trouble